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Report Summary 
 
 
As part of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) relicensing process, Yadkin was 
asked by the Recreation, Aesthetics, and Shoreline Management Issue Advisory Group to 1) 
inventory recreational opportunities and facilities at the Project’s public access recreation areas, 
2) describe the condition of the facilities, 3) assess opportunities for barrier- free access and 4) 
evaluate effects of reservoir fluctuations on the availability of recreational facilities.  
 
The public access recreation areas inventoried as part of this study provide opportunities for 
motorized and non-motorized boating, bank and pier fishing, camping, swimming, picnicking, 
and hiking. Currently, there are 40 major public recreation areas (excluding recreation areas 
considered “closed”) that provide direct access to Yadkin Project lands and/or waters.  These 
recreation areas are located in Davie, Davidson, Rowan, Montgomery, and Stanly counties (see 
table below). Yadkin, the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), and the North Carolina Wildlife 
Resources Commission (NCWRC) work independently and cooperatively to provide and 
maintain boat launches, courtesy docks, fishing piers, beaches and swimming areas, campsites, 
and hiking trails at the Project.   

 
Summary of Existing Major Recreational Facilities by County 

 
County Number of 

Reservoirs 
With 

Access 

Total 
Number of 

Public 
Recreation 

Sites 

Boat 
Ramp 

Boat 
Dock 

Fishing 
Pier 

Bank 
Fishing 
Area 

Swim 
Area 

Camp-
ground 

Picnic 
Area 

Davie 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 
Davidson 2 8 7 3 0 8 2 0 5 
Montgomery 3 14 7 4 1 14 0 3 3 
Rowan 2 10 5 3 0 10 0 0 2 
Stanly 3 8 6 5 1 8 1 0 4 
Total for All Counties 4 40 26 15 2 40 3 3 14 

 
With 26 boat ramps, 15 boat docks, and 40 bank fishing areas, boating and fishing facilities are 
well-dispersed. Generally, the ramps and docks are distributed evenly around the Project with 
Davidson, Montgomery, Rowan, and Stanly having 7, 7, 5, and 6 boat ramps respectively. 
Similarly, picnic areas (14 total) are also well-dispersed among the four counties.  Fishing piers 
are available in Montgomery and Stanly counties, swim areas are available in Davidson and 
Stanly counties, and campgrounds are available in Montgomery County.  
 
Dispersed recreation, primarily fishing and camping, is prevalent around the Project reservoirs. 
The prevalence of dispersed recreation suggests that not all recreation demands are being met by 
the existing recreation areas: primarily camping. Currently, there are only three public 
campgrounds adjacent to the Project reservoirs and they are all within the Uwharrie National 
Forest. With the exception of High Rock Marina and Campground (private), there are no other 
overnight camping facilities on High Rock, Tuckertown, and Falls reservoirs.1 
                                                 
1 There are longer-term (weekly and monthly) camping opportunities on these reservoirs.  
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The operation of High Rock and Narrows reservoirs may affect the availability of recreational 
facilities on these reservoirs. During the summer months, because both reservoirs are generally 
operated within 3-5 feet of normal full pool, all boat ramps and facilities on High Rock and 
Narrows reservoirs remain usable.  However, when High Rock Reservoir is drawdown (e.g. 
seasonally, for maintenance, etc.), some facilities may become unusable. Specifically, the boat 
ramps at the Southmont Boat Access Area, the Buddle Creek Boat Access Area, the Dutch 
Second Creek Boat Access, and the Flat Swamp Boat Access may be affected by a drawdown.  
All boat ramp facilities on Narrows are generally unaffected by normal reservoir operation, but 
may become affected during periods of low inflow. 
 
Generally, the facilities at the Yadkin, USFS, and NCWRC recreation areas are well maintained 
and in good condition. Each year Yadkin spends approximately $500,000 to provide recreational 
opportunities for the public, Activities include access area maintenance, signage, security, 
trash/waste collection and disposal.  Recent improvements have been made at several of the 
recreation areas. Additionally, there are existing plans to improve and/or upgrade the facilities at 
some of the recreation areas. While the recreation facilities are generally in good condition, there 
are a few facilities that are in need of repair or replacement. Specifically, there are boat ramps in 
need of repair or maintenance. Additionally, there are instances of vandalism to trash receptacles, 
signs, picnic tables, and portable toilets. Also, there are parking areas and access roads where the 
surfacing has deteriorated. To improve safety at these recreation areas, Yadkin recently updated 
its Public Safety Plan (December 2003). Yadkin also provides safety and rescue equipment, 
posts bi- lingual signs (English and Spanish), and funding for additional county patrols at the 
swim areas.  
 
A disabled access assessment was made at each public access recreation area. A “barrier- free” 
facility is a facility where access is free of impediments to safe use and passage to persons with 
disabilities or handicaps. Any barrier- free facility, such as a boat ramp, courtesy dock, fishing 
pier, or a picnic area should be designed so that it can be approached, entered, and used by 
people with disabilities. Factors considered in conducting the disabled access assessment at each 
recreation area included: the availability of signed handicapped parking; the surface and slope of 
accessible pathways; access to boat transfer facilities (courtesy docks); the design of existing 
fishing piers; the accessibility to side or end-approach picnic tables; and the availability of 
barrier-free restroom facilities at each recreation area.  
 
Although limited, barrier- free opportunities do exist at the Project. The Circle Drive Boat Access 
Area, managed by the NCWRC, is a good example of barrier- free boating facilities. The area has 
a designated and signed handicapped parking space, which is along an accessible pathway 
(concrete) that leads to accessible boat ramps and courtesy docks.  
 
Several access areas, such as the Highway 49 Boat Access Area on Narrows Reservoir (Badin 
Lake), are designed to be barrier- free, but lack some necessary elements. The courtesy boat 
docks at the Highway 49 Boat Access Areas were constructed to be barrier- free, but there is 
currently no signed handicapped parking space or accessible pathway to the facilities. In most 
cases, the absence of an accessible pathway and/or a designated parking space are the only 
remaining improvements required to make facilities barrier-free.  
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1 Introduction 
 
Alcoa Power Generating Inc. (APGI) is the licensee for the Yadkin Hydroelectric Project 
(Yadkin Project or Project).  The Yadkin Project is managed and operated by APGI’s Yadkin 
Division and is currently licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) as 
Project No. 2197.  This license expires in 2008 and APGI must file a new license application 
with FERC on or before April 30, 2006. 
 
As part of the relicensing process, APGI prepared and distributed, in September 2002, an Initial 
Consultation Document (ICD), which provides a general overview of the Project.  Agencies, 
municipalities, non-governmental organizations and members of the public were given an 
opportunity to review the ICD and identify information and studies that were needed to address 
relicensing issues.  To assist in the identification of issues and data or study needs, APGI formed 
several Issue Advisory Groups (IAGs) to advise APGI on resource issues throughout the 
relicensing process.   IAGs have had the opportunity to review and comment on Draft Study 
Plans.  The study plan for this study was finalized after receiving input from the Recreation, 
Aesthetics and Shoreline Management (RASM) IAG in October 2003.  A Draft Study Report 
was distributed to the RASM IAG in October 2004 for their review and comment.  Subsequent to 
this, APGI met with the IAG on November 3, 2004 to review and discuss the report. In addition 
to the comments received at this meeting, APGI received written comments on the Draft Report 
(see Appendix C). The Draft Report was then revised to reflect the comments received and 
finalized.  
 

1.1 Background Information 
 

In January 2003 relicensing participants identified two issues and study requests specific to this 
study: 
 

Issue/Comment Study Request 
Public recreation opportunities and facilities at the 
Yadkin Project 

Inventory public recreation facilities and 
opportunities and evaluate ADA accessibility (to 
include non-motorized boating opportunities, 
portage trails, and primitive camping) 

Effects of reservoir operations/fluctuations on 
recreation facilities and use 

Evaluate effects of reservoir fluctuations on 
recreation facilities and facility use 

 
These study requests were initially discussed with the RASM IAG at a March 13, 2003 
meeting.  A preliminary scope of work (dated July 2003) was discussed at the RASM IAG 
meeting held on July 9, 2003 and a Draft Study Plan was distributed for review and comment 
in August 2003.  On October 8, 2003, Yadkin met with the RASM IAG to discuss comments 
received on the Draft Study Plan. The study plan was revised based on comments received and 
finalized in October 2003 (see Appendix A). 
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1.2 Project Area 
 
The Yadkin Project is a hydroelectric project consisting of four reservoirs, dams, and 
powerhouses located on the Yadkin River in central North Carolina (see Figure 1-1).  The four 
reservoirs fall within a 38-mile stretch of the Yadkin River (mile 272 to mile 234) and 
encompass a drainage area of 4,190 square miles.  High Rock Dam is at river mile 253 and the 
reservoir, the largest of the four reservoirs, has a water surface area of 15,180 acres with 360 
miles of shoreline.  Tuckertown Dam is located at river mile 244 and Tuckertown Reservoir 
has of 2,560 acres of surface area with 75 shoreline miles.  Narrows Reservoir (Badin Lake) 
covers an area of 5,353 acres with 115 miles of shoreline and Falls Reservoir, the smallest of 
the four reservoirs, covers 204 acres with six shoreline miles.  Narrows Dam is located at river 
mile 236.5 and Falls Dam is at mile 234. 
 
The Yadkin River basin has a drainage area of 4,190 square miles above Falls Dam.  The 
drainage basin is located primarily in the northern piedmont of North Carolina, with a small 
portion extending into southern Virginia.  Within the basin, land use is approximately 51% 
forested, 30% agricultural, 11% urban, and 2% federal.  Included in these federal lands is the 
Uwharrie National Forest (UNF) which is located in close proximity to Narrows and Falls 
reservoirs on their eastern shorelines.  The Yadkin River rises in the Appalachian Mountains in 
North Carolina and picks up additional tributaries as it flows in a northeasterly direction.  
Northwest of Winston Salem, the river turns south through fla tter terrain to High Rock Dam. 
Upstream of High Rock Dam, the South Yadkin River joins the Yadkin near Salisbury in 
Rowan County.  Just south of Falls Dam, the river becomes the Pee Dee River at its confluence 
with the Uwharrie River.  Also located immediately downstream of the Falls Development on 
the Pee Dee are the Tillery and Blewett Falls impoundments operated by Progress Energy.  The 
Pee Dee River continues a southeastern flow to Winyah Bay in South Carolina where the river 
meets the Atlantic Ocean.  The larger Yadkin-Pee Dee River basin encompasses 7,213 square 
miles of drainage area.   
 
Generally, the Project boundary follows the normal full-pool elevation of High Rock, 
Tuckertown, Narrows and Falls Reservoirs: 623.9-ft, 564.7-ft, 509.8-ft, and 332.8-ft (USGS 
Datum) respectively.  The upstream Project boundary begins on the Yadkin River 
approximately two miles above Boone’s Cave Park and continues downstream to 
approximately 330 feet below Falls Dam.    
 

1.3 Description of Recreational Opportunities 
 

Yadkin Project recreation areas provide opportunities for motorized and non-motorized 
boating, bank and pier fishing, swimming, camping, picnicking, and hiking.  Recreational 
facilities available at the recreation areas generally include boat launching ramps, boat docks, 
fishing piers, swimming areas, picnic areas, campgrounds, and canoe portage trails. Table 1 
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provides a listing of the recreation areas included in this inventory. 1 Each of the recreation 
areas listed in Table 1 will be described in greater detail in Section 5.   
 
Recently, APGI has begun discouraging use at several of the pull-off fishing areas because of 
the potentially unsafe vehicular/pedestrian interactions.  Three of the sites listed in Table 1 are 
sites at which use has been discouraged:  Crane Creek Fishing Access Pull-off, Abbotts Creek/ 
NC 8 Bridge Pull-off, and Lick Creek Fishing Pull-off.   
 

Table 1:  Public and Commercial Recreation Areas on Yadkin Project Reservoirs 

Recreation Area No. Recreation Area Reservoir 
Public Access Recreation Areas 

H1 Highway 601 Access Area High Rock 

H3 Rowan County Pump Station High Rock 
H8 York Hill Boat Access High Rock 

H16 Crane Creek Fishing Access Pull-off High Rock 

H19 Little Crane Creek Fishing Access High Rock 
H28 Southmont Boat Access Area High Rock 

H36 Highway 47 Fishing Pull-off High Rock 

H39 Buddle Creek Boat Access Area High Rock 
H44 Abbotts Creek/NC 8 Bridge Pull-off  High Rock 

H48 Dutch Second Creek Boat Access  High Rock 

H64 Flat Swamp Boat Access High Rock 
H67 High Rock Dam Canoe Portage High Rock 

T1 High Rock Dam Tailrace Access (Rowan) Tuckertown 

T2 High Rock Dam Tailrace Access (Davidson) Tuckertown 
T3 Bringle Ferry Boat Access Tuckertown 

T4 Cedar Creek Fishing Pull-off Tuckertown 

T6 Lick Creek Fishing Pull-off Tuckertown 
T8 Flat Creek Boat Access Area Tuckertown 

T9 Flat Creek Fishing Access Area Tuckertown 

T10 Newsome Road Access Tuckertown 
T12 Riles Creek Recreation Area Tuckertown 

T14 Highway 49 Boat Access Area Tuckertown 

T15 Tuckertown Pull-off Fishing Access Tuckertown 
T16 Tuckertown Dam Canoe Portage Tuckertown 

N1 Tuckertown Dam Tailrace Access  Narrows/Badin 

N2 Garr Creek Access Area Narrows/Badin 
N5 Old Whitney NCWRC Fishing Pier Narrows/Badin 

                                                 
1 Yadkin surveyed 40 public recreation areas at the time of the last FERC Form 80 Report (March 2003).   Included 
in this report are all 40 of the previously surveyed areas in addition two four canoe portage trails and two UNF 
recreation areas (Arrowhead Campground and Badin Lake Group Camp (see Table 1), as well as five commercial 
areas.   
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N6 Old Whitney Boat Access Area Narrows/Badin 

N13 Circle Drive Boat Access Area Narrows/Badin 
N16 Lakemont Access Area Narrows/Badin 

N24 UNF Holt’s Cabin Picnic Area Narrows/Badin 

N25 UNF Walk-in Fishing Pier Narrows/Badin 
N26 UNF Badin Lake Campground Narrows/Badin 

N27 UNF Cove Boat Landing Narrows/Badin 

N28 Palmerville Access Area Narrows/Badin 
N29 Badin Lake Swim/Picnic Area Narrows/Badin 

N30 Badin Boat Access Narrows/Badin 

N31 Narrows Dam Canoe Portage Narrows/Badin 
N36 Badin Lake Group Camp  Narrows/Badin 

N38 UNF Arrowhead Campground Narrows/Badin 

F1 UNF Deep Water Trail Access Falls  
F2 Falls Boat Access Falls  

F3 Falls Da m Canoe Portage Falls  

Commercial Recreation Areas 
H31 High Rock Marina and Campground High Rock 

H42 High Rock Boat Dock Marina  High Rock  

H18  High Rock Boat and Ski Club  High Rock 
H47 Tamarac Marina High Rock 

N9/N10 Lake Forest CG/Fish Tales Marina Narrows 
 

In addition to the recreation areas listed in Table 1, this inventory identifies 41 dispersed 
recreation areas (total) on all four reservoirs.  Generally, these dispersed recreation areas are used 
for bank fishing and camping (see Section 5.3).1

                                                 
1 “Dispersed recreation areas” are not formal recreation areas. Rather, these areas are places along the reservoir 
shorelines that are popular for fishing and camping.  
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Figure 1-2: Public Access and Commercial Recreation Areas on High Rock Reservoir 
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 Figure 1 -3:  Public Access Recreation Areas on Tuckertown Reservoir 
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Figure 1-4:  Public Access and Commercial Recreation Areas on Narrows Reservoir (Badin Lake) 
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Figure 1-5: Public Access Recreation Areas on Falls Reservoir 









Recreation Facilities Inventory and Condition Assessment 
 

 
Yadkin Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2197) 
Final Study Report 

- 23 - 

1.4 Current Project Operations 
 
Based on the availability of water, the Project developments are operated during peak periods 
(weekdays).  High Rock is the uppermost and largest of the four reservoirs and is operated as a 
storage reservoir on a seasonal basis.  High Rock is operated according to operating guides.  
Under these guides, the reservoir water levels are maintained at a higher level from May 15 – 
September 15 and are then drawn down during the fall and winter.  Typically, the drawdown at 
High Rock is between 12 and 15 feet.  Tuckertown Reservoir has limited storage capacity and 
is operated with a daily pondage and a normal fluctuation of 0 to 3 feet.  Similar to High Rock, 
Narrows Reservoir (Badin Lake) has storage capabilities and a maximum drawdown capacity 
of 30 feet.  However, Narrows is generally operated with fluctuation within a 3 feet range with 
that range only being exceeded in periods of very low inflow. Like Tuckertown Reservoir, 
Falls Reservoir has very limited storage capacity and is operated with a daily pondage and a 
normal fluctuation of 0 to 3 feet.  
 

2 Need for Study 
 
Under FERC regulations, hydropower licensees have a responsibility to provide reasonable 
public access to project lands and waters. Yadkin’s current license sets forth its obligations for 
accommodating public recreation at the Project.  Generally, the study results will address the 
adequacy of existing recreational opportunities, facilities, and access to accommodate current use 
and future demand. Additionally, the study results will help Yadkin make decisions regarding 
management, planning, design, and construction of recreation facilities at the Project.  
 

3 Study Objectives 
 
As outlined in the Final Study Plan (October 2003), the primary objective of this study is to fully 
inventory existing public recreation areas that provide direct access to Yadkin Project lands 
and/or waters.  More specifically, the study aims to: 
 

1. Describe the available recreation facilities 
2. Detail the condition of the available recreation facilities 
3. Identify any operational, maintenance, or safety issues at each recreation area 
4. Assess the present adequacies and future accessibility needs for people with disabilities  

 
The conclusions of this study are based solely on the information presented herein. However, this 
report is intended to be used alone and in combination with other information collected during 
the Recreation Use Assessment to evaluate the adequacy of existing Project public recreation 
areas to accommodate current use and future demand.  
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4 Study Methodology 
 

4.1 Develop Inventory and Condition Forms 
 
Three inventory forms were used to inventory the public access recreation areas: a Facilities 
Inventory and Condition Form, a Recreation Facility Disabled Access Assessment, and a USFS 
Recreation Site Inventory Form.  The Facilities Inventory and Condition Form and the 
Recreation Facility Disabled Access Assessment were developed during the study planning 
process and were included in the Final Study Plan.  The Facilities Inventory and Condition 
Form was used during field investigations to inventory each public recreation area.  In addition 
to the Facilities Inventory and Condition Form, the Recreation Facility Disabled Access 
Assessment was used to evaluate the accessibility of each of the facilities at each public 
recreation area.  A USFS Recreation Site Inventory Form was obtained from the USFS and 
was used to inventory three Uwharrie National Forest (UNF) campgrounds according to the 
standards used by the USFS.  The three inventory forms have been included in Appendix B.   

 

4.2 Facility Inventory, Condition and Disabled Access Assessment  
 
Using the inventory forms discussed above, each access area was visited and inventoried one 
or more times from August 26, 2003 to May 5, 2004.  Using the Facilities Inventory and 
Condition Form, each facility at every public recreation area was inventoried in terms of a 
description of the facilities and their dimensions, capacity, and condition1.  Because most of the 
recreation areas were visited only once, the inventory and condition assessment of the facilities 
is reflective of the observed characteristics on the specific day that each area was inventoried.  
As such, much of the information collected represents a “snapshot in time.”    
 
The types of facilities inventoried included boating ramps and docks and fishing piers, 
campsites, day use/ picnic tables and pavillions, swimming areas and beaches, pedestrian and 
vehicular access facilities, sanitary facilities, and utilities.  The condition of each facility was 
rated using the following criteria:  
 

Condition Explanation 
(N) Needs Replacement Broken or missing components, or non-

functional 
(R) Needs Repair Structural damage or otherwise in obvious 

disrepair 
(M) Needs Maintenance Ongoing maintenance issue, primarily cleaning 
(G) Good Condition Functional and well-maintained 

                                                 
1 Facilities that are described as “unimproved” facilities are facilities that generally do not have hardened surfaces 
but have become available through repeated individual use.  Such facilities are also described as “dirt” facilities (i.e. 
a “dirt launch ramp”).  Improved facilities or facilities that have been constructed are usually referred to by their 
respective surfaces (generally concrete or gravel). 
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For facilities that were not given a good (G) rating, an explanation of the rating is provided.    
 
The inventory of public recreation areas within the Uwharrie National Forest were conducted 
with USFS staff, which provided guidance on USFS standards for recreation facilities.  For 
campgrounds in the UNF, the Forest Service’s Recreation Site Inventory Form was used to 
inventory the site and assess the condition of the available facilities.  Generally, the U.S. Forest 
Service provides recreational opportunities and maintains Uwharrie National Forest 
recreational facilities according to USFS design requirements and accessibility standards.  The 
USFS uses a system known as “Meaningful Measures” to inventory infrastructure, establish 
standards of quality, estimate costs, and prioritize work at its recreation areas.  The USFS also 
focuses on experience-based management where the focus is the customer and his/her 
experience and providing a quality experience.  Recreation areas in the UNF were inventoried 
with USFS staff to ensure that condition assessments were made in accordance with USFS 
standards.    
 
During the condition assessment, the availability of the recreation facilities at varying reservoir 
elevations was also evaluated.  Specifically, in 2003, Yadkin staff measured the water depths at 
the end of all boat ramps from normal full pool elevation.  Field investigations were conducted 
during the December 2003 drawdown at Narrows Reservoir and existing information from the 
2002 drought was also used in the assessment of facility availability at varying water levels. In 
accordance with a general policy of the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 
(NCWRC. p. communication Dean Barbee), a three foot water depth at the end of a boat ramp 
is considered sufficient for motorized boat launching.  This same reasoning was used in this 
Study Report when evaluating the availability of boat ramps at varying water levels.   

 
Using the Recreation Facility Disabled Access Assessment Form, each facility was also 
evaluated for handicapped accessibility.  Accessibility was determined using guidelines set by 
the United States Access Board under the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA).  Specifically, the Access Board’s guidelines for “Accessible Boating Facilities” (June 
2003) and “Accessible Fishing Piers and Platforms” (June 2003) were used to determine 
whether facilities were barrier- free.1  Generally, facilities were evaluated by assessing 
characteristics such as surfacing, accessible routes to facilities, dimensions of facilities, and 
any impediments to access.  
 
Additionally, interviews were conducted with APGI, the USFS, and the NCWRC to better 
understand recent, ongoing, and planned facility improvements, maintenance programs, and 
any operational or functional issues associated with the recreation areas and facilities.   

                                                 
1 The U.S. Access Board recently released updated ADA guidelines on July 23, 2004.  
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4.3 Recreation Area and Facility Mapping and Photography 
 

The recreation areas and facilities were also documented visually by photograph and mapping.  
Major facilities at each recreation area were recorded by photo-documentation.  Additionally, 
sites were sketched and measured by hand and geo-referenced using GPS.  This information 
was used to develop a drawing of each public recreation area using Computer Aided Design 
(CAD).   

 

5 Study Results 

5.1 Public Recreation Areas Inventory and Condition Assessment 
 

Generally, Yadkin manages the recreational facilities at the Yadkin Project responsibly to 
provide safe, clean, attractive, and accessible recreational facilities. Historically, Yadkin has 
worked cooperatively with federal, state, and local resource agencies to maintain existing 
recreational facilities to ensure safe public access, enhance existing recreational facilities or 
construct new facilities to meet regional recreation demand or to provide additional 
recreational opportunities, and to redesign and operate recreational facilities so they are barrier-
free and accessible by persons with disabilities, where appropriate. 

 
What follows is a description of the public access recreation areas and facilities available at 
each of the Project’s four developments.  Each inventory provides general information about 
the area, such as name and location, owner and operator, types of activities, availability of 
facilities at varying water levels, age of facilities, plans for upgrades or new facilities, site 
regulations, and operations, maintenance, and safety issues.  Specific information for each area 
includes a completed inventory form, photographs, and CAD drawing.  

5.1.1 High Rock Reservoir 
 
There are 10 public recreation areas and four commercial recreation areas (see Section 5.2) 
located on High Rock Reservoir that provide direct access to the reservoir.  The recreation areas 
on High Rock Reservoir are listed in Table 2.    
 
There are major recreation facilities at seven of these public recreation areas (not including 
commercial sites) with three areas having no major facilities.  Highway 47 Fishing Pull-off, 
Little Crane Creek Fishing Access, and the High Rock Dam Canoe Portage are the three 
recreation sites without major facilities.  Crane Creek Fishing Pull-off, and Abbotts Creek/NC 8 
Bridge Pull-off have historically been reported in FERC Form 80 Reports, but are currently 
considered “closed” and are not listed as “major facilities.”  Boat launch ramps (does not include 
unimproved, dirt ramps), boat docks, fishing piers, swim areas, campgrounds, and picnic areas 
are all considered major recreation facilities.  On High Rock Reservoir, there are 8 boat ramps, 4 
boat docks, 2 swim areas, and 4 picnic areas.   Of these major recreation facilities on High Rock, 



Recreation Facilities Inventory and Condition Assessment 
 

 
Yadkin Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2197) 
Final Study Report 

- 27 - 

2 boat ramps and 1 boat dock are located in Rowan County and 1 boat ramp is located in Davie 
County.  The remaining 5 boat ramps, 3 boat docks, 2 swim areas, and 4 picnic areas are located 
in Davidson County.  See Table 2.  
     

Table 2: Major Public Facilities on High Rock Reservoir by County and Access Area.   

High Rock Reservoir Major Facilities 

Site Name County 
Boat 

Ramp1 
Boat 
Dock 

Fishing 
Pier 

Swim 
Area 

Camp-
ground 

Picnic 
Area 

York Hill Boat Access Davidson 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Southmont Boat Access Area Davidson 2 1 0 0 0 1 
Highway 47 Fishing Pull-off  Davidson 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Buddle Creek Boat Access Area Davidson 1 1 0 1 0 2 
Flat Swamp Boat Access Davidson 1 1 0 1 0 1 
Highway 601 Access Area Davie 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Rowan County Pump Station Access 
Area 

Rowan 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Little Crane Creek Fishing Access Rowan 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Dutch Second Creek Boat Access Rowan 1 1 0 0 0 0 
High Rock Dam Canoe Portage Rowan 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Davidson Co. Totals  5 areas 6 3 0 2 0 4 
Davie Co. Totals  1 area 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Rowan Co. Totals  4 areas 2 1 0 0 0 0 
High Rock Reservoir Totals  10 areas 9 4 0 2 0 4 

                                                 
1 “Boat ramp” is specific to ramps and does not consider individual launch lanes (e.g. one boat ramp may have two 
launch lanes). 
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5.1.1.1 Highway 601 Boat Access Area 
 
Reservoir:  High Rock 
 
Site Name:  Highway 601 Boat Access Area  
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Site Manager:  Davie County Parks and Recreation Department (with permission from APGI, 
Yadkin Division)1 
 
Location:  The Highway 601 Boat Access Area is on Highway 601, State Route 6700, and the 
South Yadkin River in Davie County, North Carolina.   
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities2:  There is a small parking area 
and a concrete boat ramp at the Highway 601 Boat Access Area.  Non-motorized boat launching 
and bank fishing are the primary recreational activities.  This site is included as part of the 
Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail. 
 
Site Regulations: 1) Yadkin’s “public use rules.”3 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  Highway 601 Access Area provides access 
to the riverine portion of the reservoir and is therefore generally unaffected by reservoir 
operations.  Facilities may be affected by changes in river flow.  
 
Age of Facilities:  The Highway 601 Boat Access Area was constructed in 1985 by the Yadkin 
River Trail Association as an access point for the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail.  
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans.  
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: 1) No lighting (utility pole 
present).  2) Evidence of unauthorized fires and illegal dumping under the Highway 601 bridge.  
3) Concrete slab present (12’ x 14’); possibly missing a picnic table. 
 

                                                 
1 Yadkin’s agreement with the Davie County Parks and Recreation Department expires in 2008. 
2 Primary recreational actvities generally correspond to the types of facilities available and include: boat launching, 
bank/pier fishing, picnicking, swimming, and campimg.  Boat launching is further distinguished between motorized 
and non-motorized.  Non-motorized boat launching is the predominant activity occurs at launch ramps on the 
riverine portion of the reservoir and umiproved luanch facilities  whereas motorized boat launching is considered the 
predominant activity at other improved launch facilities 
3 Yadkin’s “public use rules” include no alcoholic beverages, no camping and open fires, no illegal drugs, no 
firearms and dangerous weapons, no disorderly conduct, and no littering.  From this point forward, these regulations 
will be referred to simply as Yadkin’s “public use rules.” 
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Photographs:  (1) Highway 601 Boat Access Area, and (2) Boat Ramp 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Highway 601 Access Area was 
conducted on October 29, 2003. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Conditi on 
Boating  
Boat ramp  
 

Single lane concrete 
ramp to water’s edge  
(655 contour) then 
unimproved (dirt) 
launch lane 

12’ x 100’  (M) Sedimentation/mud 
covering ramp  

Fishing  
Unimproved access to 
the shoreline 

Bank fishing Approximately 350’  (G) 

Vehicular  Access 
Parking 
 

Two gravel parking 
areas 

Approximately 30’ x 70’ 
and 85’ x 100’  

(G) 

Utility/Sanitary  
Trash receptacles Four black metal 

receptacles mounted on 
two 4x4s  

N/A (G) 

Signs  
Signs 
 

• Welcome sign1 (2) 
• No Swimming: Boat 

Launch Area 
• Yadkin’s Public Use 

Rules 
• This Access is 

Closed at Sunset or 
8:30 p.m.  

• Yadkin Pee-Dee 
River Canoe Trail 
Access 

8’ x 4’ 
2’ x 2’ 
 
3’ x 3’ 
 
24” x 12”; 24” x 18” 
 
 
18” x 24” 

(G) 

 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

No accessible pathway to or along boat ramp.  

Boat dock 
Total No.  (0) 
Accessible No. (0)  

There is no boarding or courtesy dock. 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (350’) 

Shoreline generally not accessible (no fishing pier or pads). No accessible pathway along the 
shoreline.  

                                                 
1 The Welcome Sign is the Part 8 sign as required by FERC. 
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Accessible No. (0’) 
Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Location: Near  

Gravel parking area; no designated spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (0) The trash receptacles are not along an accessible pathway. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.1.2 Rowan County Pump Station Boat Access Area 
 
Reservoir:  High Rock 
 
Site Name:  Rowan County Pump Station Boat Access Area  
 
Property Owner:  Rowan County Parks and Recreation Department 
 
Site Manager:  Rowan County Parks and Recreation Department 
 
Location:  The Boat Access Area at the Rowan County Pump Station is located off Hannah 
Ferry Road, State Route 1926. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Rowan County Pump 
Station Boat Access Area consists of a small parking area, a concrete boat ramp and 
approximately 150 feet of shoreline fishing access.  Non-motorized boat launching and bank 
fishing are the primary recreational activities.  Canoeists putting in at the Highway 601 Access 
Area will typically take out at the Rowan County Pump Station.  This site is included as part of 
the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail. 
 
Site Regulations: 1) Access is closed at sunset or 8:30 p.m. 2) No trespassing after hours.  3) 
Yadkin’s “public use rules.” 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels: Rowan County Pump Station Boat Access 
Area provides access to the riverine portion of the reservoir and is therefore generally unaffected 
by reservoir operations.  Facilities may be affected by changes in river flow. 
 
Age of Facilities:  The Rowan County Pump Station Boat Access Area was constructed in 1984 
by the Yadkin River Trail Association as an access point for the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail.  
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities:  No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: 1) Evidence of high water. 2) 
Evidence of loitering and vandalism. 
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Photographs:  (1)Vandalized Sign (has recently been replaced) , and (2) Welcome Sign and (3) Boat Ramp 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Rowan County Pump Station Access 
Area was conducted on October 29, 2003. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating   
Boat ramp  
 

Single lane concrete 
boat ramp  

14’ x 60’  (G) Good 

Fishing 
Unimproved access 
along the shoreline 

Bank fishing Approximately 150’  (G) Gentle slope, easy 
access 

Vehicular  Access 
Parking 
 

Gravel parking area Approximately 90’ x 
100’ 

(G) Good 

Utility/Sanitary 
Lighting 
 

Light at pump station 
aimed toward access 
area 

N/A (G) 

Signs 
Signs • Welcome sign (1) 

• Yadkin-Pee Dee 
River Canoe Trail 
Access 

• Access is Closed at 
Sunset or 8:30 p.m. 

• For Your Safety 
Enter and Leave 
River Only at 
Designated Public 
Access Areas  

8’ x 4’ 
18” x 24” 
 
 
48” x 18” 
 
48” x 18” 

(G) Vandalized sign has 
recently been replaced 

 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

No accessible pathway or courtesy dock. 

Boat dock 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (150’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline access has gentle slope but has no accessible pathways. No available fishing piers 
or pads.  

Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 
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Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A  

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No. (0) 
Location:  

 
Gravel parking area with no designated parking spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles N/A 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 

 



Recreation Facilities Inventory and Condition Assessment 
 

 
Yadkin Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2197) 
Final Study Report 

- 38 - 

5.1.1.3 York Hill Boat Access 
 
Reservoir:  High Rock 
 
Site Name:  York Hill Boat Access  
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Location:  The York Hill Boat Access is located on Old Salisbury Road off of Highway 29, 
northeast of Spencer in Davidson County. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The York Hill Boat Access 
consists of a large gravel parking area, two concrete boat ramps, and shoreline fishing access.  
Both non-motorized and motorized boat launching and bank fishing are the primary recreational 
activities at this area.  This access area is included as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail. 
 
Site Regulations: 1) No trespassing after hours. 2) No camping. 3) No open fires. 4) No 
alcoholic beverages. 5) No loitering. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  Evidence of shoreline access being 
affected by varying water levels (changing footpath routes) and the smaller of the two boat 
ramps was covered in mud at the time of the inventory.  Changing water levels are assumed to be 
the result of changing river flow. 
 
Age of Facilities:  The York Hill Boat Access was constructed in 1985 by the Yadkin River 
Trail Association as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail.  
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues:  1) Evidence of litter. 2) 
Parking in one of the auxiliary lots would require crossing Old Salisbury Road.  3) No lighting. 
4) Evidence of vandalism and unauthorized fires. 
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Photographs: (1) Overview of York Hill Boat Access, and (2) Boat Launch Ramp 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the York Hill Boat Access was conducted 
on March 15, 2004. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating  
Boat ramp  
 

One large concrete ramp 
One small concrete 
ramp  

20’ x 35’  
11’ x 25’  

(G) 
(M) Covered by a layer 
of mud 

Fishing  
Unimproved access to 
the shoreline 

Bank fishing Approximately 300’  (G) 

Pedestrian Access 
Foot path Unimproved footpaths 

along shoreline for bank 
fishing (multiple routes) 

Approximately 300’ (G) 

Vehicular Access 
Parking 
 

One large gravel parking 
area and 2 smaller 
auxiliary parking areas 
at Old Salisbury Rd.  

220’ x 100’ 
 
175’ x 25’ and 75’ x 35’ 

(G) 
 
(G) 

Secondary gravel road Short access road from 
Old Salisbury Rd. 

N/A (R) Gravel has been 
worn away leaving 
exposed dirt road 

Utility/Sanitary  
Trash receptacles Two receptacles (1 

metal and 1 plastic) 
mounted on two 4x4s  

N/A (G) Generally good; one 
has been vandalized by 
graffiti  

Signs  
Signs • Welcome sign (1)  

• Posted: No Ve hicle 
Traffic Beyond This 
Point 

• Yadkin Pee-Dee 
River Canoe Trail 
Access 

8’ x 4’ 
2’ x 2’ 
 
 
18” x 24” 
 

(G) 

 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (2) 
Accessible No. (0) 

No accessible pathway to or along either boat ramp.  

Boat dock 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access Shoreline generally not accessible (no accessible pathways). No available fishing piers or 
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Total no. (300’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

pads. 

Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A  

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Location:  

Gravel parking area.   No designated handicapped spaces  

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (0) The trash receptacles are not along an accessible pathway. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.1.4 Crane Creek Fishing Access Pull-off  
 
Reservoir:  High Rock  
 
Site Name:  Crane Creek Fishing Pull-off Access Area  
 
Property Owner:  North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) 
 
Site Manager:  North Carolina Department of Transportation and APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  The Crane Creek Fishing Pull-off Access Area is located off Goodman Lake Road, 
State Route 2168, at the Crane Creek Bridge. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  Crane Creek is a small pull-off 
fishing area. Bank fishing is the primary recreational activity at the Crane Creek Fishing Pull-off 
Access Area. Yadkin has discouraged use of this area because of the potentially unsafe 
vehicular/pedestrian interactions associated with pull-off bank fishing. No parking signs have 
been posted along Goodman Lake Road. 
 
Site Regulations : 1) No parking.  
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  This area is generally unaffected by 
fluctuations in reservoir levels. 
 
Age of Facilities: No improved facilities provided. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: The potentially unsafe 
vehicular/pedestrian interactions associated with pull-off bank fishing are a safety issue at this 
access area.  
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Crane Creek Fishing Pull-off Access 
Area was conducted on October 29, 2003. 
 
The Crane Creek Fishing Pull-off Access Area is a small unimproved bank fishing access site.  
The site consists of unauthorized pull-off parking (“No Parking” signs present) at the intersection 
(bridge) of Goodman Lake Road  and Crane Creek.  From the parking area, there is unimproved 
shoreline access extending from the bridge in both directions along the shoreline.  Yadkin has 
discouraged use of this area because of the potentially unsafe vehicular/pedestrian interactions 
associated with pull-off bank fishing. 
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5.1.1.5 Little Crane Creek Fishing Access 
 
Reservoir:  High Rock 
 
Site Name:  Little Crane Creek Fishing Access Area  
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  The Little Crane Creek Fishing Access Area is located off Providence Church Road, 
State Route 2134 in Rowan County, North Carolina.  
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  Little Crane Creek Fishing 
Access Area consists of a small parking lot, two gravel boat ramps, and approximately 750 feet 
of shoreline fishing access. Bank fishing and non-motorized boat launching are the primary 
recreational activities at the Little Crane Creek Fishing Access Area.  This site is included as part 
of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail.  
 
Site Regulations: 1) Yadkin’s “public use rules.” 2) No swimming at boat launch area. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  Evidence of high water along shoreline 
fishing areas. 
 
Age of Facilities:  Unknown. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: Shoreline access to Little Crane 
Creek is from both sides of Providence Church Road. When the water level is high, users must 
cross over Providence Church Road to access the other side (users cannot move under the bridge 
at higher water leve ls). Parking is limited and therefore, there is some roadside parking. No 
lighting is present although a utility pole is on site. 
 



Recreation Facilities Inventory and Condition Assessment 
 

 
Yadkin Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2197) 
Final Study Report 

- 47 - 

Photographs:  (1) Overview and (2) Shoreline access 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Little Crane Creek Fishing Access 
Area was conducted on October 29, 2003. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating 
Boat ramps 
 

Two gravel boat ramps; 
shallow water 

N/A (R) Add gravel 

Fishing 
Bank fishing Unimproved access to 

the shoreline 
Approximately 750’  Some erosion 

Vehicular  Access 
Parking 
 

Gravel parking area 60’ x 80’ (R) Needs repair. Severe 
gully erosion; grading 
and gravel work needed 

Secondary gravel road Off of Providence 
Church Road 

N/A (R) Gully erosion; needs 
grading and gravel 

Utility/Sanitary 
Trash receptacles 
 

Six blue plastic trash 
receptacles mounted on 
2 4x4s 

Six (G) Generally good; one 
receptacle vandalized 

Signs  
Signs 
 

• Yadkin’s public use 
rules (2) 

• No Swimming Boat 
Launch Area 

• No Vehicle Traffic 
Beyond this Point 
(2) 

• Absolutely no 
Vehicles Beyond 
this Point (4) 

8’ x 4’ 
 
2’ x 2’ 
 
3’ x 3’ 
 
 

(G) 

 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (2) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Unimproved launch lanes. No accessible pathway or courtesy dock. 

Boat dock 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (750’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline generally not accessible (no accessible pathway, fis hing pier or pads). 

Camping 
Campground  N/A 
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Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A  

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No. (0) 
Location:  

 
Gravel parking area with no reserved parking spaces.  Difficult terrain. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles N/A 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.1.6 Southmont Boat Access Area 
 
Reservoir:  High Rock 
 
Site Name:  Southmont Boat Access Area 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  The Southmont Boat Access Area is located off Wildlife Area Recreation Road, State 
Route 1300 in Davidson County, North Carolina. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Southmont Boat Access 
Area has a large parking area, two boat ramps (one double lane ramp and one triple lane ramp), a 
boat dock, picnic tables, and shoreline fishing access.  Motorized boat launching is the primary 
recreational activity at the Southmont Boat Access Area. Bank fishing is a secondary use. This 
area is included as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail.   
 
Site Regulations:  Yadkin’s “public use rules.”  
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels: The boat ramp nearest the head of the cove 
is shorter in length and has a shallower water depth than the primary, triple- lane boat launch and 
therefore a sign is posted suggesting that the boat ramp not be used for launch or recovery when 
High Rock Reservoir is more than 5-ft below normal full pool. This ramp is periodically closed 
due to low water levels. The water depth at the end of the triple- lane divided boat ramp is 18.3 
feet as measured from normal full pool and will generally remain usable up to a 15-ft drawdown 
or less.   
 
Age of Facilities:  The Southmont Boat Access Area was constructed in 1963 by the NCWRC 
and subsequent improvements were added in 1984 by Yadkin.  Yadkin recently (December 
2001) installed a new anti-sway floating dock at the Southmont Boat Access Area. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities:  No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: Evidence of unauthorized fires.  
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Photographs: (1) Launch Ramp and (2) Overview of Southmont Boat Access Area 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Southmont Boat Access Area was 
conducted on February 16, 2004. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating 
Boat ramps (2) 
 

One double lane 
concrete boat ramp   
One triple lane divided 
concrete boat ramp  

30’ x 120’ 
 
52’ x 160 (each lane is 
about 16’ wide) 

(R) Needs 
repair/extension 
(G) 

Boat dock Anti-sway floating dock 
(stationary to floater) 
with curbs and blue 
reflectors 

Stationary – concrete 8’ 
x 6.2’ 
Floater – 8’ x 92’ 

(G) Recently installed 
(December 2001). 

Navigation/info buoy Two “Slow: No Wake” 
buoys 

N/A (G) 

Fishing 
Bank fishing Unimproved access to 

the shoreline 
Approximately 850’  (G) 

Picnicking  
Picnic tables Three concrete picnic 

tables along shoreline 
3’ x 6’(table top)  
0.85’ x 6’ (benches) 
1’ (overhang) 

(G) 

Shade Trees/Grass Area    
Vehicular Access 
Parking 
 

Two gravel parking 
areas; opportunity for 
overflow parking in 
adjacent grassy area 

1) 215’ x 205’ 
2) 120’ x 220’ 
3) 145’ x 250’ (grassy 
area) 

(G) 

Utility/Sanitary 
Toilet Two portable toilets 

behind a wood screen 
N/A (G) 

Trash receptacles 
 

Eight blue plastic trash 
receptacles and three 
black metal trash 
receptacles mounted to 2 
4’ x’ 4’s  

N/A (G) 

Lighting Two utility poles with 
lights 

N/A (G) 

Signs  
Signs • Yadkin welcome 

signs (5) 
• Yadkin’s Public Use 

Rules (2) 
• No Swimming Boat 

Launch Area (5) 
• Yadkin Pee-Dee 

River Canoe Trail 
Access 

• This Launch Is Not 
Recommended For 
Launch Or Recovery 

8’ x 4’ 
 
3’ x 3’; 2’ x 2’ 
 
2’ x 2’ 
 
18” x 24” 
 
 
 
 
 

(G) 
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When Lake Level Is 
More Than Five 
Feet Below Full 
Pond 

• No Vehicle Traffic 
Beyond This Point 
(3) 

• No Parking Staging 
Area (2) 

 
 
 
 
 
2’ x 2’ 
 
12” x 18” 
 

 
 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (2) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Concrete launch ramps and courtesy dock designed to be accessible. Launch 
ramp and courtesy dock are not along an accessible pathway. 

Boat dock 
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Boat dock was constructed to be barrier-fee, but it is not along an accessible pathway. 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A. 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (850’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

No accessible pathways or fishing pads. Terrain is difficult with exposed roots etc. 

Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No. (3) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Picnic tables are not along an accessible pathway. Picnic tables are not accessible (overhang 
is less than 19”). 

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No. (0) 
Location:  

 
Gravel parking areas with no designated parking spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No. (2) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Portable toilets are not accessible. Also the toilets are not along an accessible pathway. 
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Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles N/A 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 

 



Recreation Facilities Inventory and Condition Assessment 
 

 
Yadkin Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2197) 
Final Study Report 

- 57 - 

5.1.1.7 Highway 47 Fishing Pull-off 
 
Reservoir:  High Rock 
 
Site Name:  Highway 47 Fishing Pull-off 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  Highway 47 at Abbotts Creek Arm of High Rock Reservoir in Davidson County. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Highway 47 Pull-off 
consists of a small pull-off parking area and approximately 700 feet of shoreline fishing access.  
Bank fishing is the primary recreational activity.  
 
Site Regulations: None posted. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  This area is generally unaffected by 
changes in reservoir water levels. 
 
Age of Facilities:  No improved facilities.   
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: 1) No trash cans and evidence 
of excessive litter.  2) To travel north along shoreline, pedestrians must cross Highway 47. 
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Photographs:  (1) Pull-off Parking Area and (2) Shoreline Access Path at Highway 47 Fishing Pull-off 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Highway 47 Fishing Pull-off was 
conducted on March 15, 2004. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Fishing 
 
Unimproved access to 
the shoreline 

Bank fishing Approximately 710’, 
although not accessible 
in all spots  

(G) 

Pedestrian Access 
Path to Facilities Unimproved trails 

spanning the shoreline, 
north and south of the 
Highway 47 bridge 

Approximately 650’ x 1-
2’ 

(M) Trail is highly 
overgrown and narrow 

Vehicular Access 
Parking 
 

Gravel pull-off parking 
area on Hwy. 47 

105’ x 16’ (R) Barely graveled, in 
need of grading   

 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Boat dock 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (710’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline not accessible (no fishing pier or pads). No accessible pathway.  

Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A. 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A  

Access and Parking 
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Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No. (0) 
Location:  

 
Gravel parking area with no reserved parking spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles N/A 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.1.8 Buddle Creek Boat Access Area  
 
Reservoir:  High Rock 
 
Site Name:  Buddle Creek Boat Access Area  
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  The Buddle Creek Boat Access Area is located off of Holloway Church Road in 
Davidson County. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Buddle Creek Boat 
Access Area consists of a boat ramp, a boat dock, picnic areas, a swim beach, shoreline fishing 
access and a large parking area.  Motorized boat launching, swimming, and fishing are the 
primary recreational activities at the Buddle Creek Boat Access.  This area is included as part of 
the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail. 
 
Site Regulations:  Yadkin’s “public use rules.” 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  Water depth at the end of the boat ramp 
during full-pool water elevation is 12 feet, generally keeping it usable for motorized boats to a 
drawdown of 9 feet or less.   
 
Age of Facilities:  The Buddle Creek Boat Access Area was constructed in 1980.  An anti-sway 
floating dock was recently installed by Yadkin in 2001. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities:  APGI reports that possible future 
improvements to the swim beach include resurfacing of the swim beach with pebbles.   
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues:  1) On the date of the 
inventory, toilets were unsanitary and were in need of maintenance.  2)  Evidence of 
unauthorized fires.  3) Evidence of erosion problems between boat ramp and beach. 
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Photographs:  (1) Launch Ramp and Floating Dock and (2) Swim Area at Buddle Creek Boat Access Area 
 

 
 

 
 





Recreation Facilities Inventory and Condition Assessment 
 

 
Yadkin Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2197) 
Final Study Report 

- 65 - 

Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Buddle Creek Boat Access Area was 
conducted on February 16, 2004. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating  
Boat ramp  
 

One double lane 
concrete ramp  

32’ x 98’  (G) 
 

Boat dock Anti-sway floating 
dock; concrete to plastic 
wood floater with curbs. 
Seven mooring cleats 
and 2 mooring posts.   

7.75’ x 8’ (concrete pad) 
7.45’ x 91’ (dock) 

(G)  Recently installed 
(2001).  One broken 
curb.   

Navigational/info buoy Two “slow: no wake” 
buoys  

N/A (G) 

Fishing  
Shoreline fishing access Bank fishing Approximately 360’  (G) 
Day Use/Picnicking 
Picnic Table Seven concrete picnic 

tables 
6’ x 3’ (tabletop) 
6’ x 0.85’ (benches) 
1’ (overhang) 

(N) Broken tabletop 

Shade trees/grass area Two picnicking areas 135’ x 360’ 
160’ x 220’ 

(G) 

Swimming 
Designated swim area Buoyed swim area 

designated by and inner 
an outer buoy line 

N/A (M) Check buoy lines 

Swimming beach Gravel beach 25’ x 200’ (M)  Significant erosion  
Safety equipment One set of rescue 

equipment (life rings);  
Lifejacket station 

N/A 
 
N/A 

(G) 
 
(G) Recently installed 
(2004) 

Vehicular Access 
Main paved access road Paved access road off of 

Holloway Church Road 
N/A (G) 

Parking 
 

One large paved parking 
area  

280’ x 300’ (G) 
 

Utility/Sanitary  
Toilet Two portable toilets in 

wooden screen 
N/A (N) (M ) Portable  toilets 

are broken and 
unsanitary.  

Trash receptacles Twelve plastic 
receptacles mounted on 
two 4x4s  

N/A (G) 

Telephone One pay telephone N/A (G) 
Lighting Two lights mounted on 

poles 
N/A (R) One globe is 

missing; needs 
replacement. 

Signs  
Signs • Yadkin welcome 

sign (4) 
• Yadkin Public Use 

8’ x 4’ 
 
3’ x 3’ 

(G) 
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Rules (4: 2 English, 
2 Spanish) 

• No Swimming In 
This Area: Swim 
Only In Buoyed 
Areas (12: 6 
English, 6 Spanish) 

• Do Not Block Gate  
• Posted: No Vehicle 

Traffic Beyond This 
Point (2) 

• Yadkin Pee Dee 
River Canoe Trail 
Access  

• Caution: No 
Swimming, Boat 
Launch Area (2: 1 
English, 1 Spanish) 

• Swimming Area 
Closed/ Rules (12: 6 
English, 6 Spanish) 

• Buddle Creek Public 
Swim Area Map (2) 

• Fishing In Swim 
Area Prohibited (4: 
2 English, 2 
Spanish) 

• Rescue Equipment 
For Emergency Use 
Only (4: 2 English, 2 
Spanish) 

• Dial 911 In The 
Event Of Emergency 
(2: 1 English, 1 
Spanish) 

 
 
2’ x 2’ 
 
 
 
18” x 12” 
3’ x 3’; 2’ x 2’ 
 
 
 
18” x 24” 
 
 
2’ x 2’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Ramp and courtesy dock are designed to be barrier- free, however there are 
no accessible pathways to these facilities.  

Boat dock 
Total No.  (1) 
Accessible No.  (0) 

Built to be barrier free; needs accessible pathway and transition plates onto concrete pad. 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (360’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline generally not accessible (No accessible pathway). No pier or fishing pads 
available.  

Camping 
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Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  (1) 
Accessible No. (0)  

Not accessible. 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Gravel beach, no accessible pathway. 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  (7) 
Accessible No.  (0) 

Not along accessible pathway.  Table overhang does not meet 19” requirement.   

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Location:  

Paved parking area.  No marked spaces 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  (2) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Not accessible. 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (12) The trash receptacles are not along an accessible pathway. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.1.9 Abbotts Creek/NC Highway 8 Bridge Pull-off 
 
The Abbotts Creek Pull-off is located at the intersection of the Highway 8 Bridge and the 
Abbotts Creek arm of High Rock Reservoir in Davidson County.  This site was inventoried on 
February 16, 2004.  The Abbotts Creek Pull-off is simply an informal bank fishing area along the 
shoreline paralleling the Highway and the railroad tracks.  The underbrush is overgrown along 
the shoreline with numerous spots cleared out for bank fishing.  There are nearly twenty “No 
Parking” signs along the Highway Bridge and APGI has begun discouraging use at this area due 
to potentially unsafe vehicle/pedestrian interactions.  There are no facilities such as toilets, trash 
receptacles, or picnic tables.    
 
Photographs: (1) Overview Along NC-8 Bridge and (2) Access Point Along Shoreline at Abbotts Creek/NC 8 
Bridge Pull-off 
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5.1.1.10 Dutch Second Creek Boat Access 
 
Reservoir:  High Rock 
 
Site Name:  Dutch Second Creek Public Access  
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Site Manager:  North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (under agreement with APGI, 
Yadkin Division) 
 
Location:  The Dutch Second Creek Public Access Area is located on Bringle Ferry Road, State 
Route 1002, in Rowan County, North Carolina.   
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Dutch Second Creek Boat 
Access Area consists of a double lane boat ramp, a boat dock, shoreline fishing access, and a 
parking lot.  Motorized boat launching and bank fishing are the primary recreational activities at 
the access area.  This area is included as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail. 
 
Site Regulations: The NCWRC prohibits fishing from the boat dock. Picnicking and camping 
are also prohibited at the access area.  
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  Water depth at the end of the boat launch 
ramp during normal full-pool is 13.9 feet, generally keeping it usable for motorized boats to a 
drawdown of 10.9 feet or less.  
 
Age of Facilities:  This area was constructed in 1955 by the NCWRC.  The NCWRC recently 
(2003) installed a new double boat ramp and barrier- free100-ft floating dock at the Dutch Second 
Creek Public Access Area. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: A second 100-ft floating pier has 
been added to the access area (p. communication with Dean Barbee, October 11, 2004).  
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: There are no trash receptacles 
available at the access area and evidence of litter.  
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Photographs: 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Dutch Second Creek Boat Access Area 
was conducted on October 29, 2003. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating 
Boat ramp  
 

Double lane, concrete 
boat ramp  

30’ x 90’  (G) Recently installed 
(2003) 

Boat dock  
 

Stationary, concrete 
section to wooden ramp 
to floater; six mooring 
cleats (2) 

8’ x 100’ (G) Docks recently 
installed (2003 and 
2004) 

Navigational aids “Slow: No Wake” buoys  N/A (G) 
Fishing 
Unimproved access to 
shoreline 

Bank fishing Approximately 600’ (G) 

Vehicular  Access 
Parking lots 
 

Two gravel parking 
areas 

Approximately 160’ x 
220’ and 225’ x 250 

(G) 

Utility/Sanitary 
Lights Lights on utility poles N/A (G) 
Signs  
Signs 
 

• NCWRC/Yadkin 
sign at entrance 

• Welcome sign (2) 
• Boating Access Area 

Regulations (3) 
• Swimming, 

Sunbathing, And 
Fishing From Docks 
Prohibited 

• Keep Ramp Clear  
• Black Bass and 

Crappie Regulations 
(2) 

• No Camp ing, No 
Picnicking, No 
Swimming (2) 

• No Parking Between 
Signs (4) 

• No Vehicle Traffic 
Beyond This Point 
(3) 

• Littering is Illegal 
(3) 

• Adopt an Access 
Area 

• Sport Fish 
Restoration (2) 

• No Parking In 
Center (1) 

 
 
8’ x 4’ 
18” x 24” 
 
 
12” x 18” 
 
 
12” x 18” 
18” x 12”; 12” x 12”  
 
 
18” x 24” 
 
 
 
12” x 18” 
 
24” x 24” 
 
 
12” x 18” 
 
18” x 24” 
 
12” x 18” 
 
12” x 18” 
 

(G) 
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Disabled Access Assessment  
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

No accessible pathway to boat ramp.  

Boat dock 
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Courtesy dock built to be accessible (although no curb or transition plates); however, there is 
no accessible pathway to the boat dock.  Accessible boarding bars added in 2004. 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (750’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline generally not accessible (no accessible pathway, fishing pier or pads). 

Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A  

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No. (0) 
Location:  

 
Gravel parking area with no reserved parking spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles N/A 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.1.11 Flat Swamp Boat and Swim Access Area 
 
Reservoir:  High Rock  
 
Site Name:  Flat Swamp Boat and Swim Access Area 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  The Flat Swamp Access Area is located off Highway 8, near the Brown Loflin 
Bridge in Davidson County, North Carolina.   
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Flat Swamp Access Area 
consists of a boat ramp, a boat dock, a swim area and beach, a picnic area, shoreline fishing 
access, and a large parking lot.  Motorized boat launching, bank fishing, swimming, and 
picnicking are the primary recreational activities.  This area is included as part of the Yadkin-Pee 
Dee River Trail.   
 
Site Regulations: Swimming is allowed from sunrise to sunset from May 15 through September 
15. An adult must accompany children under the age of 16 years. Watercraft and fishing in the 
swim area are prohibited. The rescue equipment is for emergency use only. Swimming near the 
boat launch area is prohibited. Camping is prohibited. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  Water depth at the end of the boat 
launching ramp during normal full-pool elevation is 15.6 feet, generally keeping the ramp usable 
for motorized boats during draw downs of 12.6 feet or less.   
 
Age of Facilities: This are was constructed by Yadkin in 1976.  Yadkin installed a new anti-
sway floating dock at the Flat Swamp Access Area in 2001. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: Yadkin’s goal is that the newly 
installed dock will be barrier- free (plans include an accessible pathway and reserved parking 
spaces). (Pat Shaver, APGI Yadkin; email dated January 2, 2002) 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: 1) Flow of vehicular traffic is 
difficult on peak use days. 
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Photographs:  (1) Floating Boat Dock and (2) Swim Area and Sign 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Flat Swamp Access Area was 
conducted on October 28-29, 2003. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating 
Boat ramp  
 

Concrete boat ramp  50’ x 150’ (G) 

Boat dock Aluminum ramp to 
floater; 7 mooring cleats 
and 2 mooring posts 

8’ x 100’ with 2” curb (G) Recently installed 
(2001) 

Navigational aids “Slow – No Wake” 
buoys  

N/A  

Swimming 
Swim area 
 

Buoyed swim area; 
inner and outer buoy 
lines 

150’ x 300’ (G)  

Beach area 
 

Sand beach area 15’ x 75’ (G) 

Safety equipment/signs PFDs (life jacket 
station) and rescue 
equipment available 

N/A (G) 

Fishing 
Unimproved access to 
the shoreline 

Bank fishing Approximately 200’ (G) 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
 

Two picnic tables; 
concrete top and base, 
wood benches  

3’ x 6’ (table top) 
9”-1’ (overhang) 

(R) Two of the benches 
are loose  

Utility/Sanitary 
Trash receptacles 
 

12 blue, plastic and 1 
black metal trash 
receptacles mounted on 
2 4x4s 

N/A (G) One receptacle 
vandalized 

Portable toilets 
 

One portable toilets 
behind a wood screen 

N/A (G) 

Pay telephone One pay telephone N/A (G) 
Lighting One light on a utility 

pole near the pay 
telephone 

N/A (G) 

Vehicular Access 
Parking Large gravel parking 

area 
125’ x 270’ (G) 

Signs  
Signs (many posted in 
English and Spanish) 

• Welcome sign (4) 
• Yadkin’s Public Use 

Rules (4) 
• Warning No 

Lifeguard on Duty – 
Swim at Your Own 
Risk; in English and 
Spanish (6) 

8’ x 4’ 
3’ x 3’; 2’ x 2’ 
 
2’ x 3’ 
 
 
 
 

(G) 
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• Maximum Water 
Depth is 12 Feet (6) 

• No Parking signs 
(10)  

• No Swimming Boat 
Access Area 

• No Swimming Boat 
Launch Area (6) 

• Dial 911 In Case Of 
Emergency 

• Fishing In Swim 
Area Prohibited (3) 

• Swimming Area 
Open Sept 15 – May 
15 (6) 

• Rescue Equipment 
for Emergency Use 
Only (8) 

• Flat Swamp Pebble 
Beach Map (1) 

• Safe Kids in 
Davidson County (1) 

 
24” x 16” 
 
12” x 18” 
 
2’ x 2’ 
 
2’ x 2’ 

 
 
Disabled Access Assessment  
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

No accessible pathway to boat ramp.  

Boat dock 
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Courtesy dock built to be accessible; however, there is no accessible pathway to the boat 
dock. 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (200’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline generally not accessible (no accessible pathway, fishing pier or pads). 

Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  (1) 
Accessible No.  (0) 

Not along accessible pathway. No accessible entry into swimming area. 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Not along accessible pathway. 

Picnicking 
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Picnic tables (2) 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

Not along accessible pathway. Table overhang is less than 19 inches. Table is not on a stable 
surface. 

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No. (0) 
Location:  

 
Gravel parking area with no reserved parking spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Portable toilet is not accessible. 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (13) Not along accessible pathways. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.1.12 High Rock Dam Canoe Portage 
 
The High Rock Dam Canoe Portage Trail is located on the west side (Rowan County) of the 
dam.  From the takeout, the trail ascends a path that is steep, wide, slightly rocky, and covered 
with leaf litter.  Approaching the dam, the trail levels off (nice, wide, even terrain).  The trail 
then follows gravel dam access road for about 100 feet.  At the dam, the trail descends a rocky 
path and then ascends a stone set of stairs.  At the top of the stairs, the trail continues on a 
moderate descent on slightly rocky path with many exposed roots, but the trail is wide and well-
worn.  The trail continues a moderate descent down to fishing tailrace fishing access.  The put- in 
is a nice beach. The trail is clearly marked throughout by orange blazes.  At the time of the visit, 
there were no noticeable maintenance issues; the trail was generally in good condition with the 
exception of some uneven footing.  It should be noted that conditions may change during the 
growing season..  Total trail distance is about one-third to half of a mile. 
 
Signs at takeout: large, brown “Yadkin River Canoe Portage” and “Yadkin-Pee Dee River Canoe 
Portage” (Yadkin-Pee Dee Lakes Project sign)  
 
Photographs:  High Rock Dam Canoe Portage Trail  
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5.1.1.13 Yadkin-Pee Dee River Canoe Trail 
 
The Yadkin-Pee Dee River Canoe Trail is a 230-mile river trail on the Yadkin and Pee-Dee 
Rivers from Wilkesboro, North Carolina to the South Carolina border.  Currently, there are plans 
to improve the trail so that it can become an officially designated state canoe trail through the 
North Carolina Division of Parks and Recreation State Trails Program.   The 230-mile trail has 
numerous access points at public recreation areas on the Project reservoirs and includes the entire 
38-mile stretch within the Project.  Specifically, the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail map lists 31 of 
the inventoried public recreation areas on the Project reservoir’s as either providing boat access 
or providing some other facilities (bathroom, picnic tables, camping).  At each public recreation 
area, a Yadkin-Pee Dee Lake Project River Canoe Trail sign is provided to show that the area is 
included as part of the trail.   
 
A summary table of public recreation areas included in the trail is included below (Table 3).  The 
table lists the inventoried public recreation areas included in the trail and the facilities it provides 
according to the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail Map.  In addition to the public areas, the trail map 
also lists High Rock Campground and Marina as providing boating access, camping, bathrooms, 
and picnic tables.   Additionally, the trail map lists three sites that are not discussed in the this 
inventory: the Whip-O-Will Campground, and boating access sites at Cabin Creek (Tuckertown) 
and off of Beach Road (High Rock). 
 
 
Table 3: Summary of Public Recreation Areas Included in the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail. 
 Public Facilities Listed in Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail Map 
Recreation Area Name Boating 

Access 
Portage Dam Camping Picnic 

Tables 
Bathroom 

Highway 601 Access Area yes no no no no no 
Rowan County Pump Station yes no no no no no 
York Hill Boat Access yes no no no no no 
Little Crane Creek Fishing Access no no no no yes no 
Southmont Boat Access yes no no no no yes 
Buddle Creek Boat Access Area yes no no no no yes 
Dutch Second Creek Boat Access yes no no no no no 
Flat Swamp Boat Access yes no no no no yes 
High Rock Dam Canoe Portage no yes yes no no no 
High Rock Dam Tailrace Access (Rowan) yes no no no no no 
Bringle Ferry Boat Access yes no no no no no 
Flat Creek Boat Access Area yes no no no yes no 
Newsome Road Access yes no no no no no 
Riles Creek Recreation Area no no no no yes no 
Highway 49 Boat Access Area yes no no no no yes 
Tuckertown Dam Canoe Portage no yes yes no no no 
Tuckertown Dam Tailrace Access no no no no yes no 
Garr Creek Access Area yes no no no no no 
Old Whitney Boat Access Area yes no no no yes yes 
Circle Drive Boat Access Area yes no no no no no 
Lakemont Access Area yes no no no no no 
UNF Holt’s Cabin Picnic Area no no no no yes no 
UNF Badin Lake Campground no no no yes no no 
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UNF Cove Boat Landing yes no no no no yes 
Palmerville Access Area yes no no no no no 
Badin Lake Swim/Picnic Area no no no no yes no 
Badin Boat Access yes no no no no yes 
Narrows Dam Canoe Portage no yes yes no no no 
UNF Deep Water Trail Access yes no no no no no 
Falls Boat Access yes no no no no no 
Falls Dam Canoe Portage no yes yes no no no 
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5.1.2 Tuckertown Reservoir 
 
Located in Rowan, Davidson, Stanly, and Montgomery Counties, Tuckertown Reservoir has 11 
major public recreation areas and no commercial recreation areas that provide direct access to the 
reservoir.  Table 4 below is a summary of the major facilities on Tuckertown Reservoir. 
 
Of the 11 recreation areas, six have major facilities and five do not.  The six sites with major 
facilities include High Rock Dam Tailrace Access (Rowan), Bringle Ferry Boat Access, Flat 
Creek Boat Access Area, Newsome Road Access, Riles Creek Recreation Area, and Highway 49 
Boat Access Area.  Lick Creek Fishing Pull-off has historically been represented in FERC Form 
80 Reports, but is currently considered “closed” and is not listed as a “major facility.”  On 
Tuckertown Reservoir, there are a total of 7 boat ramps, 4 boat docks, and 3 picnic areas.  Of the 
major recreation facilities on Tuckertown; 3 boat ramps, 2 boat docks, and 2 picnic areas are 
located in Rowan County, 2 boat ramps and 1 picnic area are located in Davidson County, and 2 
boat ramps and 2 boat docks are located in Stanly County.  There are no major recreation 
facilities on Tuckertown Reservoir in Montgomery County.  
 
Table 4: Major Public Facilities on Tuckertown Reservoir by County and Access Area.   

Tuckertown Reservoir Major Facilities 

Site Name County 
Boat 
Ramp 

Boat 
Dock 

Fishing 
Pier 

Swim 
Area 

Camp-
ground 

Picnic 
Area 

High Rock Dam Tailrace Access 
(Davidson) 

Davidson 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Newsome Road Access Davidson 2 0 0 0 0 1 
Tuckertown Road Pull-off 
Fishing Access 

Davidson, 
Montgomery 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tuckertown Dam Canoe Portage Montgomery 0 0 0 0 0 0 
High Rock Dam Tailrace Access 
(Rowan) 

Rowan 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Bringle Ferry Boat Access Area Rowan 1 1 0 0 0 0 
Cedar Creek Fishing Pull-off Rowan 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Flat Creek Boat Access Area Rowan 2 1 0 0 0 0 
Flat Creek Fishing Access Rowan 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Riles Creek Recreation Area Rowan 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Highway 49 Boat Access Area Stanly 2 2 0 0 0 0 
Davidson Co. Totals  3 areas 2 0 0 0 0 1 
Rowan Co. Totals  6 areas 3 2 0 0 0 2 
Montgomery Co. Totals  2 areas 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Stanly Co. Totals  1 area 2 2 0 0 0 0 
Tuckertown Reservoir Totals  11 areas 7 4 0 0 0 3 
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5.1.2.1 High Rock Dam Tailrace Access (Rowan County) 
 
Reservoir:  Tuckertown 
 
Site Name:  High Rock Dam Picnic and Fishing Access Area  
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  The High Rock Dam Picnic and Fishing Access Area is located off Bringle Ferry 
Road, State Route 1002, in Rowan County, North Carolina. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The High Rock Dam Picnic 
and Fishing Access Area Bank consists of a picnic area, shoreline fishing access, and large 
parking area.  Bank fishing and picnicking are the primary recreational activities.  The canoe 
portage trail around High Rock Dam, adjacent to the tailrace access area, is also used for bank 
fishing.  This area is included as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail. 
 
Site Regulations:  Yadkin’s “public use rules.” 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  As there are no shoreline facilities, this 
site is generally unaffected by changes in reservoir water levels.1 
 
Age of Facilities:  This area was constructed by Yadkin in 1980.   
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations  of Operation, Maintenance, and Safety Issues:  1) No lighting.  2) Tailwater 
access is potentially dangerous and there are no signs about a sudden rise in water. 
 

                                                 
1 Tuckertown Reservoir is operated as a run-of-river facility with a maximum daily fluctuation of 1 to 3 feet. 
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Photographs:  (1) Shoreline Access and (2) Picnic Area 
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Site Inventory:  
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the High Rock Dam Picnic and Fishing 
Access Area was conducted on October 28, 2003. 
 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Fishing 
Bank fishing Shoreline access Approximately 550’  (G) 
Picnicking  
Picnic tables Four concrete picnic 

tables  
Table top 3’ x 6’, 
overhang of 8’’ 

(G) 
 

Shade trees/ grass area Large shaded, grassy 
area for day use 

550’ x 220’ (G) 

Pedestrian Access 
High Rock Dam canoe 
portage trail 

See Section 5.1.1.12 for 
details  

  

Vehicular Access 
Secondary  gravel or dirt 
road 

Gravel access road from 
Bringle Ferry Rd. 

N/A (G) 

Parking 
 

Large gravel parking 
area 

Approximately 165’ x 
145’ 

(G) 

Utility/Sanitary 
Toilet One portable toilet 

behind a wood screen 
N/A (M) Some graffiti  

Trash receptacles 
 

14 blue plastic trash 
receptacles  mounted to 
two 4’ x’ 4’s  

N/A (G) 

Signs  
Signs • Yadkin welcome 

sign 
• Do Not Block Gate 
• Public Use Rules 

8’ x 4’ 
 
18” x 12” 
3’ x 3’  

(G) 

 
 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Boat dock 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (550’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

No accessible pathways; must cross grassy area. No fishing piers or pads available. 
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Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No. (4) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Picnic tables are neither along an accessible pathway nor on a flat, firm surface.  Picnic 
tables are not accessible (overhang is less than 18”). 

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No. (0) 
Location:  

No designated handicapped spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

No access path.  Toilet is not accessible. 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (14) Receptacles are not along an accessible pathway. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.2.2 High Rock Dam Tailrace Access (Davidson County) 
 
Reservoir:  Tuckertown 
 
Site Name:  High Rock Dam Tailrace Access Area (Davidson County) 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Location:  The High Rock Dam Tailrace Access Area is located off Bringle Ferry Road, State 
Route 1002, in Davidson, North Carolina. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The High Rock Dam Tailrace 
Access in Davidson County has a pull-off parking area and more than 1,000 feet of shoreline 
tailrace fishing access.  Bank fishing is the primary recreational activity at the High Rock Dam 
Tailrace Access Area.   
 
Site Regulations: 1) Fishermen must park out along Bringle Ferry Road and walk- into the 
tailrace – no vehicular access.  2) No trespassing in restricted areas. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels: As there are no facilities at this access area, 
it is generally unaffected by reservoir operations.  Tailwater fishing may be affected by Project 
operations. 
 
Age of Facilities: Not applicable. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues:  1) Evidence of extensive 
erosion along shoreline and shoreline trails.  2) Evidence of excessive litter along shoreline—no 
receptacles at shoreline (at parking area only).   
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Photographs: (1) Shoreline Fishing Access and (2) Pull-off Parking Area at High Rock Dam Tailrace Access 
Area (Davidson County)  
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the High Rock Dam Tailrace Access Area 
was conducted on February 18, 2004. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Fishing 
Unimproved access to 
the shoreline 

Bank fishing Approximately 1150’, 
although not accessible 
in all spots  

(G) 

Pedestrian Access 
Path to Facilities Network of dirt 

footpaths spanning the 
shoreline, from dam to 
bridge 

Variable (M) Significant erosion 
channels within trails  

Vehicular Access 
Secondary gravel road Private gravel road 

leading to Alcoa 
facilities (foot access for 
bank fisherman) 

Approximately 510’ 
until turn-off for 
shoreline access x 16’ 
wide 

(G) 

Path to facilities Wide, unimproved 
gravel/dirt pathway 
from secondary road to 
shoreline 

350’ x 12’ (G) Good, assuming it is 
used as a footpath 

Parking 
 

Gravel pull-off parking 
area on Bringle Ferry 
Rd. 

200’ x 15’ (R) In need of gravel 
and grading 

Sanitary/Utilities  
Trash receptacles Four trash receptacles (3 

plastic, 1 metal) 
mounted on two 4 x 4s 

N/A (G) 

Signs  
Signs • Do Not Block 

Entrance 
• Private Road: 

Authorized Vehicles 
Only (2) 

• Caution: Slow 
Down, Pedestrian 
Traffic  

• Speed Limit 15  
• No Trespassing 

Within 50 Feet 
• Danger: High 

Voltage  
• No Trespassing  
• No Trespassing, 

Town of Denton  
• Notice: Restricted 

Area  

 (G) 
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Disabled Access Assessment 
 
Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Boat dock 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (1150’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline not accessible; no accessible pathways.  Tailwater fishing access is  a considerable 
distance from parking area. 

Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A  

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Location:  

Gravel parking area with no designated parking spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (4) Not along accessible pathway. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.2.3 Bringle Ferry Boat Access 
 
Reservoir:  Tuckertown  
 
Site Name:  Bringle Ferry Boat Access Area 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Site Manager:  North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission 
 
Location:  The Bringle Ferry Boat Access Area is located on Bringle Ferry Road in Davidson 
County 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Bringle Ferry Boat 
Access Area consists of a boat ramp, a boat dock, shoreline fishing access, and a parking lot.  
Motorized boat launching and bank fishing are the primary recreational activities.  This site is 
included as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail 
 
Site Regulations: 1) NCWRC’s boating access area regulations apply1. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  The water depth at the end of the launch 
ramp during normal full-pool elevation is 4 feet, generally keeping the ramp usable during 
normal Project operations.   
 
Age of Facilities:  This area was constructed in 1963 by the NCWRC. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations on Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues:  1) No trash receptacles, 
evidence of litter.  2)  Low water depth at boat launch. 
 

                                                 
1 The NCWRC boating access area regulations are as follows: “This boating access area can be used for the 
launching and recovery of boats and for parking vehicles and boat trailers only while involved in boating activities 
at this site. All other uses of this area are prohibited unless otherwise specified by the NCWRC.” 
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Photographs:  (1) Boat Dock and Boat Ramp 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Bringle Ferry Boat Access Area was 
conducted on October 28, 2003. 
 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating  
Boat ramp  
 

One single gravel-
concrete ramp  

61’ long x 12’ wide 
 

(G) 
 

Boat dock Stationary wooden dock 36’ long x 4’ wide 
4’’ curb at the end of 
dock on non-loading 
side 

(G) 

Navigational/info buoy “Slow, No Wake” buoy  (G) 
Fishing  
Shoreline access Grassy area near 

shoreline for bank 
fishing 

Approximately 245’ of 
riprapped  shoreline  

(G) 

Vehicular Access 
Secondary gravel road Access road from 

Bringle Ferry 
N/A (G) 

Parking Area Gravel parking area 170’ x 133’ (G) 
Utility/Sanitary  
Lighting Two lamps on poles N/A (G) 
Signs  
Signs • Yadkin/ NCWRC 

welcome signs (2) 
• Boating Access Area 

Regulations  
• Littering is Illegal  
• Keep Ramp Clear  
• Yadkin Pee Dee 

River Canoe Trail 
Access  

8’ x 4’ 
 
18” x 24” 
 
12” x 18” 
12” x 18” 
18’’ x 24’’ 

(G) 

 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

No accessible pathway to boat ramp.  

Boat dock 
Total No.  (1) 
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (245’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline generally not accessible (no accessible pathways). 
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Camping 
Campground 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Location:  

Gravel parking area.  No designated spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles  N/A 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.2.4 Cedar Creek Fishing Pull-off 
 
Reservoir:  Tuckertown 
 
Site Name:  Cedar Creek Fishing Pull-off 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  Located off River Road (State Route 2152) at Cedar Creek in Rowan County, North 
Carolina.  
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Cedar Creek Fishing Pull-
off consists of a pull-off parking area and shoreline fishing access. Bank fishing is the primary 
recreational activity.   
 
Site Regulations: None posted. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  This area is generally unaffected by 
changes in reservoir water levels. 
 
Age of Facilities:  No improved facilities.  
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: 1) Evidence of litter and 
unauthorized fires.  2) No lighting. 
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Photographs: (1) Shoreline Access Path and (2) Pull-off Parking Area at Cedar Creek Fishing Pull-off 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Cedar Creek Fishing Pull-off was 
conducted on March 15, 2004. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Fishing 
Unimproved access to 
the shoreline 

Bank fishing Approximately 850’, 
although not accessible 
in all spots  

(G) 

Pedestrian Access 
Path to Facilities Unimproved trail 

spanning the shoreline, 
with a smaller network 
of unimproved trails  

770’ x 2-3’ (G) 

Parking 
 

Gravel pull-off parking 
area on River Rd. 

Approximately 270’ x 
12’ 

(G), Generally Go od, 
but could use some 
gravel (M)   

Utility/Sanitary 
Trash Receptacles Three plastic receptacles 

mounted on two 4x4s 
N/A (G) Generally good; one 

receptacle vandalized 
 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Boat dock 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (850’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline not accessible (no accessible pathway and no fishing pier or pads). 

Camping 
Campground (group, 
developed, primitive) 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables N/A 
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Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No. (0) 
Location:  

 
Gravel parking area with no reserved parking spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles N/A 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.2.5 Lick Creek Fishing Pull-off 
 
The Lick Creek Fishing Pull-off is located at the intersection of Lick Creek Church Road and the 
Lick Creek arm of Tuckertown Reservoir in Davidson County.  There is a small pull-off parking 
area located beside the bridge for bank fisherman to leave their cars.  Bank fishing is active on 
both banks of the inlet.  There are several “No Parking” signs located at the pull-of area to 
discourage use of this area.  There is one trash receptacle present, but no other facilities such as 
toilets or picnic tables.  
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5.1.2.6 Flat Creek Boat Access  
 
Reservoir:  Tuckertown Reservoir 
 
Site Name:  Flat Creek Boating Access Area  
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Site Manager:  North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission and APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  The Flat Creek Boating Access Area is located in Morgan Township, Rowan County 
on Flat Creek, off Wildlife Access Road, State Route 2191. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Flat Creek Boating 
Access Area Boat consists of a two boat ramps, a boat dock, shoreline fishing access and a 
parking lot.  Motorized boat launching and bank fishing are the primary recreational activities.  
Historically, picnicking has also been an activity, but currently there are no picnic tables 
available to users (tables were removed because of continued vandalism).  This area is also 
included as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail. 
 
Site Regulations:  NCWRC boating access regulations apply. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  The boat ramps have water depths of 5.7 
feet during normal full-pool elevation, generally keeping them usable during normal Project 
operations (typically 1 to 3 feet fluctuations).   
 
Age of Facilities:  This area was constructed in 1963 by the NCWRC. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities:  NCWRC has recently paved and 
striped additional sections of the parking lot (2004).   
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues:  1) Evidence of vandalism. 
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Photographs: 1) Recently Paved Parking Lot and 2) Boat Ramps and Dock  
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Flat Creek Boat Access Area was 
conducted on October 29, 2003. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating  
Boat ramp  
 

Two single lane  
concrete ramps 

Both are 100’ long x 15’ 
wide 

(G) 
 

Boat dock One boat dock 
Concrete stationary 
section 
Wooden floating section 
Six mooring cleats 
Handicapped assistance 
rail 

 
60’ x 8’ 
 
50’ x 8’ 

(G) 

Navigational/info buoy Three “Slow: No Wake” 
buoys 

N/A (G) 

Fishing  
Shoreline access Bank fishing Approximately 550’  (G) 
Vehicular Access 
Parking 
 

One striped paved lot  
One gravel overflow lot 

120’ x 100’ 
 
150’ x 100’ 

(G) Paved recently 
 
(G) 

Utility/Sanitary  
Trash receptacles Three receptacles (1 

metal and 2 plastic) 
mounted on two 4x4s  

N/A (R) One appears to be 
missing, some 
vandalized 

Lighting Two lights at ramps and 
three at parking area 

N/A (G) 

Signs  
Signs • Yadkin/NCWRC 

welcome signs (4) 
• Boating Access Area 

Regulations (3) 
• Littering is Illegal 

(3) 
• Keep ramp clear  
• Sport fish restoration  
• Special Black Bass 

Regulations  
• Boating Access 

(Wildlife) (2) 
• Swimming, Fishing, 

Sunbathing from 
Docks Prohibited 

• Emergency, Call 
911 

8’ x 4’ 
 
18” x 24” 
 
12” x 18” 
 
12” x 18” 
12” x 18” 
18” x 12” 
 
 
N/A 
 
12” x 18” 

(G) 
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Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (2) 
Accessible No. (2) 

Both ramps, facilitated by an accessible courtesy pier are accessible.   

Boat dock  
Total No.  (1) 
Accessible No. (1)  

Boat dock is accessible; transition plates on floater are absent.  A handicapped assistance 
handrail has been added. A Paved parking area, with handicapped parking spaces, directly 
connects to the boat dock. 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (550’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline is not accessible (no accessible pathways). Also, no fishing piers or pads. 

Camping 
Campground (group, 
developed, primitive) 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A  

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities Paved parking area provides access to boating facilities. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 2 
Location:  

Parking area is paved.  Two handicapped parking spaces.  

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (3) The trash receptacles are not accessible. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.2.7 Flat Creek Fishing Access 
 
Reservoir:  Tuckertown 
 
Site Name:  Flat Creek Fishing Access 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Site Manager:  North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission and APGI, Yadkin Division 
 
Location:  The Flat Creek Fishing Access is located in Morgan Township, Rowan County on 
Flat Creek, off River Road, State Route 2152. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Flat Creek Fishing Access 
Area Bank consists of shoreline fishing access, a small picnic area, and a small parking lot.  
Bank fishing is the primary recreational activity.   
 
Site Regulations:  1) No littering. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  There is evidence that the picnic area may 
become inundated during very high reservoir levels.  
 
Age of Facilities:  The Flat Creek Fishing Access was constructed by Yadkin in 1978. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues:  Site of picnic table is in a 
questionable location. 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Flat Creek Fishing Access was 
conducted on October 29, 2003. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Fishing  
Shoreline access Bank fishing on both 

sides of River Road and 
at the bridge 

Approximately 1,000’  (G) 

Picnicking  
Picnic table One concrete table with 

wooden benches 
6’ x 3’ (tabletop)  
2.3’ (off of the ground) 
1’ (overhang) 

(G)  Of questionable 
location 

Pedestrian Access 
Path to Facilities Unimproved trail from 

parking area to shoreline 
N/A  

Vehicular Access 
Parking 
 

Gravel parking area with 
11 curb stops 

75’ x 55’ (M) could use additional 
gravel 

Utility/Sanitary  
Trash receptacles Three plastic receptacles 

mounted on two 4x4s  
N/A (G)  

Signs  
Signs • Yadkin welcome 

sign 
• Wildlife Access 

Area, Public Fishing 
• Yadkin-Pee Dee 

River Canoe Trail 
Access  

• No Parking  
• Littering is Illegal 
• Sport Fish 

Restoration 
• Fishing Access Area 

Regulations  

8’ x 4’ 
 
N/A 
 
18” x 24” 
 
 
12” x 18” 
12” x 18” 
 
12” x 18” 
 
2’ x 2’ 

(G) 

 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. 
Accessible No.  

N/A  

Boat dock 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access Shoreline is not accessible (no accessible pathways, difficult terrain/exposed roots). 
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Total no. (1000’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 
Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No. (1) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Tables are not along an accessible pathway. Table overhang is not 19 inches and tables are 
not on a stable, flat surface.  

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Location:  

Gravel parking area.  No signed spaces. 

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (0) Not accessible. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.2.8 Newsome Road Access 
 
Reservoir:  Tuckertown  
 
Site Name:  Newsome Road Access 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Location:  The Newsome Road Access is located at the end of Newsome Road off of Highway 8 
in Davidson County. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Newsome Road Access 
consists of two boat ramps (one gravel, one unimproved), a picnic area, shoreline fishing access, 
and a small parking lot.   Non-motorized boat launching, picnicking, and bank fishing are the 
primary recreational activities.  This area is included as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail.   
 
Site Regulations: None posted.  
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  Launch ramps are only available for carry-
in boating (non-motorized) and are therefore unaffected by reservoir water levels.  
 
Age of Facilities:  This area was constructed by Yadkin in 1985. 
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues:  1) Evidence of severe erosion 
on the unimproved boat launch.  2) Evidence of several campfires 3) No lighting.  
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Photographs:  (1) Main Parking Area and (2) Gravel Boat Launch at Newsome Road Access 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Newsome Road Access was conducted 
on February 3, 2004. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating  
Boat ramps (2) 
 

One gravel boat launch 
One unimproved dirt 
launch 

25’ wide  
20’ wide 

(R) Launch ramp is in 
general state of disrepair 
(R)  Severe erosion, 
ramp is likely 
inaccessible for boat 
trailers 
 

Fishing  
Shoreline access Bank fishing from 

picnic area and 
unimproved access 
beyond picnic area 

Approximately 450’ 
total  

(G) 

Picnicking  
Picnic Tables Six concrete tables 6’ x 3’ (tabletop) 

0.9” x 6” (benches) 
(G) 

Shaded area Large shaded/ grassy 
picnic area 

Irregularly shaped, 
approximately 170’ x 
65’ 

(G) 

Pedestrian Access 
Path to Facilities Unimproved trails along 

shoreline used for bank 
fishing 

N/A (G) 

Vehicular Access    
Secondary gravel road Gravel road/path from 

larger parking area to 
gravel boat ramp  

Approximately 115’ x 
13’  

(G) 

Parking 
 

Two gravel parking 
areas 

145’ x 45’ (area to the 
right) 
100’ x 20’ (area to the 
left) 

(G) 
 
(G) 

Utility/Sanitary  
Trash receptacles Three metal receptacles 

mounted on two 4x4s  
N/A (G) Generally good; 

some rust 
Signs  
Signs • Welcome sign  

• Posted: No Ve hicle 
Traffic Beyond This 
Point 

• Yadkin Pee-Dee 
River Canoe Trail 

8’ x 4’ 
3’ x 3’ 
 
 
18” x 24” 
 

(G) 
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Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (2) 
Accessible No. (0) 

No accessible pathway to or along either boat ramp.  

Boat dock 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (300’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline is not accessible (no accessible pathway). 

Camping 
Campground  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  (6) 
Accessible No.  (0) 

No accessible pathways.  Picnic tables are not located on a firm, flat surface. Table overhang 
is not 19 inches. 

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  (0) 
Location:  

Gravel parking area.  No designated spaces.  

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (3) The trash receptacles are not along an accessible pathway. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.2.9 Riles Creek Recreation Area 
 
Reservoir:  Tuckertown  
 
Site Name:  Riles Creek Recreation Area 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Location:  The Riles Creek Recreation Area is located off of Stokes Ferry Road in Rowan 
County. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Riles Creek Recreation 
Area has a picnic area, shoreline fishing access, and a small parking area. Picnicking and bank 
fishing are the primary recreational activities.  Carry- in boats can be launched from the shoreline 
(although there are no ramps) and this area is included as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail. 
 
Site Regulations: 1) Yadkin’s “public use rules.” 2) No jumping from bridge. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  The recreational facilities are generally 
unaffected by changes in reservoir water levels (typically 1 to 3 feet fluctuations). 
 
Age of Facilities:  The Riles Creek Recreation Area was constructed by Yadkin in 1981.   
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities: No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues:  1) No lighting.  2) Parking 
area is on opposite side of the Stokes Ferry Road and there are no pedestrian warning signs.  
3) Evidence of  unauthorized fires.  4) Several signs have been vandalized (see inventory).  5) 
Evidence of erosion near picnic area. 
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Photographs:  (1) Pull-off Parking Area and (2) Shoreline Access Near Bridge at Riles Creek Recreation Area 
 

 
 

 
 





Recreation Facilities Inventory and Condition Assessment 
 

 
Yadkin Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 2197) 
Final Study Report 

- 122 - 

Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Riles Creek Recreation Area was 
conducted on February 3, 2004. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating  
Navigational/info buoy Several “Slow: No 

Wake” signs near the 
bridge 

  

Fishing  
Shoreline access Bank fishing from 

parking area 
Bank fishing from 
picnic area and 
unimproved access 
extending beyond picnic 
area  

Approximately 250’ 
 
Approximately 590’ 

(G) 
 
(G) 

Picnicking  
Picnic Tables Five concrete tables (3 

have wooden benches 
and 2 have concrete 
benches) 

6’ x 3’ (tabletop) 
0.9” x 6” (benches) 

(G) 

Shaded area Large shaded/ grassy 
picnic area 

160’ x 192’ (M)  Erosion leaving 
numerous exposed roots 
and difficult terrain 

Vehicular Access    
Parking 
 

Gravel parking area on 
opposite side of Stokes 
Ferry Rd. 

130’ long x 55-70’ wide (M) Gravel and dirt 
among trees, awkward 
slopes, boundaries are 
not clearly delineated 

Utility/Sanitary  
Trash receptacles Six receptacles total 

Two at parking area and 
four at picnic area (2 
plastic, 3 metal)  

 (R) Some are rusting, 
some of the posts are 
deteriorated 

Signs  
Signs • Welcome sign  

• Public Use Rules 
• Sign post without a 

sign 
 

• Bridge Weight Limit 
Sign 
 

• No Jumping From 
Bridge 

8’ x 4’ 
2’ x 2’ 

(G) 
(G) 
(N) Unknown sign has 
been removed from post 
(R) Signpost has been 
upended and is on the 
ground 
(R) Signpost has been 
upended and is  on the 
ground 
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Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A  

Boat dock 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no. (840’) 
Accessible No. (0’) 

Shoreline is not accessible (no accessible pathway). Terrain (slope and exposed roots) is 
difficult. 

Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.  (5) 
Accessible No.  (0) 

No accessible pathways.  

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Location:  

Gravel parking area.  No designated spaces.  

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (6) The trash receptacles are not along an accessible pathway. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.2.10 Highway 49 Boat Access Area 
 
Reservoir:  Tuckertown  
 
Site Name:  Highway 49 Boat Access Area 
 
Property Owner:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Site Manager:  APGI, Yadkin Division  
 
Location:  The Highway 49 Boat Access Area is located off of Highway 49 in Rowan County. 
 
Description of Facilities and Primary Recreational Activities:  The Highway 49 Boat Access 
Area has two boat ramps, two boat docks, and a large parking lot.  The primary recreational 
activities at the Highway 49 Boat Access Area are motorized boat launching and bank fishing.  
This area is included as part of the Yadkin-Pee Dee River Trail.   
 
Site Regulations: 1) Yadkin’s “public use rules.” 2) No Swimming. 
 
Availability of Facilities at Varying Water Levels:  The boat ramps have a maximum water 
depth of 5.8 feet, generally keeping them usable for motorized boats during normal operating 
conditions (typically 1 to 3 feet fluctuations).   
 
Age of Facilities:  This area was constructed by Yadkin in 1978 and 1980.  Two new boat dock 
systems, designed to be barrier-free, were installed during the winter of 2000-01.   
 
Plans to Upgrade, Expand, or Construct New Facilities:  No current plans. 
 
Observations of Operations, Maintenance, and Safety Issues: None identified. 
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Photographs:  Two Boat Docks at Highway 49 Boat Access Area 
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Site Inventory: 
 
An inventory of the recreational facilities available at the Highway 49 Boat Access Area was 
conducted on September 3, 2003. 
 

Facility Description Dimensions Condition 
Boating  
Boat ramps (2) 
 

One double-lane 
concrete ramp 
One single-lane concrete 
ramp  

44’ x 32’ 
 
20’ x 16’ 

(R) Needs resurfacing 
 
(R) Needs resurfacing 
 

Boat docks (2) 2 boat dock systems  First dock:  
5’ wide (accessible 
ramp) 
5’ wide (stationary) 
41’ long (ramp) 
20’ x 8’ (terminal) 
 
Second dock:   
17’ x 5’ (stationary) 
22’ x 3’ (aluminum 
ramp) 
20’ x 8’ (floating 
terminal) 

(G) Recently installed 
(2001) 
 
 
 
 
 
(G) Recently Installed 
(2001) 
 

Vehicular Access    
Parking Large, gravel 

parking/staging area 
Approximately 350’ x 
75’ 

(G) 

Utility/Sanitary  
Toilet One portable toilet 

behind a wooden screen 
N/A (G) 

Trash receptacles Five trash receptacles (3 
plastic, 2 metal) 
mounted on two 4 x 4s  

N/A (G) 

Signs  
Signs • Welcome signs (2) 

• Yadkin Public Use 
Rules 

• No Parking (7) 
• No Parking, Staging 

Area 
• No Swimming, Boat 

Access  
• Yadkin Pee-Dee 

River Canoe Trail 
Access 

8’ x 4’ 
3’ x 3’ 
 
12” x 18” 
12” x 18” 
 
2’ x 2’ 
 
18” x 24” 

(G) 

 
Disabled Access Assessment 
 

Facility Notes 
Boating and Fishing  
Boat ramp  
Total No. (2) 

One ramp and courtesy dock combination designed to be accessible; 
however, there are no accessible pathways to the facilities.  
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Accessible No. (0) 
Boat dock 
Total No. (2) 
Accessible No. (0) 

Docks designed to be accessible, but there are no accessible pathways to the facilities.  

Pier/dock fishing 
Total No. (0) 
Accessible No. (0) 

N/A 

Shoreline fishing access 
Total no.  
Accessible No.  

No accessible pathway to shoreline. No fishing piers or pads.  

Camping 
Campground  
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Swimming  
Designated Swim Area 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  

N/A 

Sand Beach 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Picnicking 
Picnic tables 
Total No.   
Accessible No.   

N/A 

Access and Parking 
Access to facilities No accessible pathways. 
Parking 
Total No.  
Accessible No.  
Location:  

Gravel parking area.  No signed handicapped spaces.  

Sanitary Facilities 
Toilet and shower facilities 
Total No.  
Accessible No. 

N/A 

Other Features 
Drinking Water N/A 
Trash receptacles (6) The trash receptacles are not along an accessible pathway. 
Information/interpretive 
displays 

N/A 
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5.1.2.11 Tuckertown Road Pull-off Fishing Access 
 
The Tuckertown Road Pull-off Fishing Areas consists of four separate pull-off areas used for 
bank fishing.  The pull-off areas are located directly off of Tuckertown Road in Davidson and 
Montgomery counties. 
 
The first site (southernmost) has a small, grass pull-off parking area on the same side of 
Tuckertown Road as the access area.  Due to the absence of improved parking the pull-off also 
has considerable mud and vehicle tracks.  Facilities at the site include one metal trash receptacle 
mounted on two 4 x 4s and several unimproved paths to and along the shoreline.  There are no 
signs, accessible pathways, or vegetation management at this site.  The site is also located 
directly adjacent to a NCWRC Game Lands area. 
 
The second site has a small pull-off parking area on the opposite side of Tuckertown Road as the 
access point, creating potentially unsafe vehicular/pedestrian interactions.  The sites facilities 
include two trash receptacles (one plastic, one metal) mounted on two 4 x 4s and several 
unimproved paths to and along the shoreline.  There are no signs or vegetation management at 
this site. 
 
The third site has a U-shaped, gravel pull-off parking area that is in good condition.  The site also 
has one metal trash receptacle and unimproved paths along the shoreline.  The footpaths were 
observed to be muddy.  There are no signs, lighting or vegetation management at this site.  This 
site is also located directly adjacent to a NCWRC Game Lands area. 
 
The fourth site (northernmost) has little or no available parking.  No parking signs have been 
posted at an adjacent private driveway.  This site has three metal trash receptacle s and 
unimproved shoreline access.  Non-motorized boaters could potentially use this site for 
launching.  There are no signs, lighting or vegetation management at this site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 5-1: Location Map of Tuckertown Road Pull-off Fishing Access Areas. 


